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SDG indicators on child poverty in Belarus

Percentage of children living below the national poverty line

Source: Belstat data



Source: UNICEF Belarus, Child poverty and GDP per capita | Flourish

Legend

Bubble size represent average 
child populations in ECA in 2018:

Montenegro    136,602
Belarus          1,866,424
Turkey         22,901,855

https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/7764905/


Why social protection matters: Educational outcomes are lower if children, 
especially girls, live in poverty

Source: Belarus MICS 2019



Tools for achieving child-related SDGs in Belarus: fiscal incidence analysis 
(CEQ4C), SDG Baseline Report and the Child Budget

2019 – first estimation of child budget with the 
Ministry of Finance, now revised nationally and 
developed in 4 cities

CEQ4C introduced to the Government in 2018 - Workshop 
"Mitigating Social Vulnerabilities through Public Finance: 
Focus on Children and Adolescents"

https://www.unicef.by/en/childbudgeting/
https://www.unicef.by/en/ceq4c/


UNICEF and Ministry of LSP Case Management Manual:

Does a tool below look like a Case Management family appraisal tool? 

Source: UNICEF Belarus
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In fact, it is an example of deprivations to measure multidimensional 
child poverty (MDCP)

Source: UNICEF Innocenti
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Measuring Multidimensional Child Poverty - Indicators and Thresholds

MDCP indicators:
1. Monetary poverty: child aged 0-17 years lives in a household with disposable income per 

capita lower than the minimum subsistence budget
2. Subjective financial well-being evaluation: child aged 0-17 years live in a household self-

reported as being not satisfied with income for at least two quarters
3. Living conditions: household infrastructure (no access to improved water source, no access 

to hot water, no access to improved sanitation)
4. Diversity of food expenditure: child aged 0-17 years lives in a household that spends on 

meat and fish, and fruits and vegetables less than 25th percentile share
5. Computer availability: child aged 0-17 years lives in a household with no computer
6. Squared meters per person: child aged 0-17 years lives in a dwelling with less than 10 

square meters per person

Source: CEQ4C (HBS 2016 data)



Measuring Multidimensional Child Poverty in Belarus – Visual



11 |  M&E and CRM at UNICEF

MDCP profile: incidence, average number and severity of deprivations

Source: CEQ4C research, UNICEF Belarus, 2020



12 |  M&E and CRM at UNICEF

Multidimensional and monetary poverty

Source: CEQ4C research, UNICEF Belarus, 2020



13 |  M&E and CRM at UNICEF

Incidence of deprivations by age

Source: CEQ4C research, UNICEF Belarus, 2020



14 |

Source: CEQ4C research, UNICEF Belarus, 2020

Poverty measures – poverty relevance at the regional level



Policy Simulations of Social Protection Response: A Tool to Halve 
Child Poverty by 2030

A recent study using the Commitment to Equity for Children methodology 

estimated that combining the introduction of categorical benefits for large 

and single-parent families and expanding the Targeted Social Assistance 

(TSA) for families with children would cost about 0.3% of GDP annually to 

half child poverty by 2030 and reduce average poverty by 2.8 p.p.

Phasing out of inefficient utility subsidies is the most effective way to 

increase fiscal space for reducing child poverty

The findings informed the TSA expansion in 2020 as a response to 

COVID-19

See more at Commitment to Equity for Children in Belarus

https://unicef.by/en/ceq4c/
https://unicef.by/en/ceq4c/


Monetary poverty, MDCP and coverage by child-related benefits, de-
facto and simulation

?

Source: CEQ4C research, UNICEF Belarus, 2020



SDG 1.3.1.2 Coverage of children with state benefits, as % of the total child population 
aged 0 to 18 (percent). Revision of the methodology needed

Source: Belstat, SDG Platform, UNICEF Infographic

Target, 
Belarus

Belarus



Measurements of Multidimensional Child Poverty in Belarus are policy relevant

Source: CEQ4C research, MICS6, COVID-19 Survey, UNICEF Belarus, 2020-2021. Different approaches, MICS & COVID – child centric



More countries are measuring monetary and 
multidimensional child poverty

#EndChildPovertySource: UNICEF HQ. Global Mapping on Child Poverty and Social Protection
http://cpspmapping.org/?299526928
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Conclusions and steps forward

Measuring and monitoring multidimensional child poverty is essential 
to follow the core principle of the 2030 Agenda – leave no one behind 
reaching the most vulnerable first

Steps forward:

Validation and updating of MDCP measurements for 2019 and 2020 
in cooperation with line ministries, conducting focus groups

Development of a formal SDG indicator methodology for MDCP and 
using it as a programmatic tool for targeting public spending and 
improving child benefits, including the TSA

Revision of the methodology of SDG indicator 1.3.1.2 on the coverage 
of children with state benefits
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