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Situation of Children
in Gomel Region
Basic facts
By the beginning of 2021, 25 cities and towns of
Belarus had joined the “Child and Youth Friendly
City” platform, including Gomel, Mozyr,
Svetlogorsk and Dobrush in Gomel Region.
Svetlogorsk was the first city which joined this
platform in 2006. Gomel, Mozyr and Dobrush
have the honourable title “Child and Youth
Friendly City”.

of the total population of the
Region live in cities and towns
which joined the platform “Child
and Youth Friendly City”

Gomel Region includes two Children’s Homes
with 88 children, 2 orphan asylums (111 with
children), three boarding homes for children with
disability (with 540 children) and 128 social
asylums for children (withy 156 children).

the proportion of children and
youth under 18 years from the total
population in Gomel Region

In 2017, the rate of mortality from external
causes was 11.24 per 100,000 children in this
region, almost the highest rate in the country
(following Vitebsk Region). Eight children died
because of traffic accidents in the Region. On the
other hand, the rate of injuries among children
decreased in the majority of the regions in 20122017, inter alia, by 9.8% in Gomel Region, where
this rate was 6,274.2 per 100,000 children.
In 2017, three children died because of
intentional self-injuries, including suicides, in
Gomel Region. The highest number of such cases
(6) was recorded in 2016.

of children under 16 years in the
cities and towns of Gomel Region
live in the child and youth friendly
cities

of its budget the Region spent for social needs
data of 2018, mil
roubles
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93.4% of people living in Gomel Region use
improved water sources/sanitation
(indicator 1.4.1.1) which is slightly below
the average country indicator (95.4%).

Zhlobin

67,453 population
17.8% are children
under 16

In 2017, Gomel Region and other regions of
Belarus did not have cases of death
(indicator 13.1.1.1), injury (13.1.1.2) or
temporarily displacement (13.1.1.3) due to
serious emergencies.

Svetlogorsk

535,693 population
16.0% are children
under 16
In 2017, the neonatal mortality rate (indicator 3.2.2) in
Gomel Region was 1.9 per 1000 liveborn children,
which was slightly above the average Belarusian
indicator (1.6).

Gomel
Rechitsa

Vetka

Dobrush

18,388 population
19.5% are children
under 16

Kalinkovichi
Mozyr

111,733 population
17.3% are children under 16

Education
At the beginning of the 2017/2018
academic year, Gomel Region had
663 preschool educational
institutions, which was the highest
number among Belarusian regions.
These institutions covered 75.5%
of children aged 1-5 years. In fact,
this indicator corresponds to the
mean indicator in Belarus (75.8%).
In the same year, Gomel Region
had 32 special educational
institutions, including 1152
students, which was 1.5% higher
than in the 2010/2011 academic
year. In addition, 43 children with
specific mental and physical
development (3.6%) were
educated in special classes
organized in general secondary
educational institutions. As regards
additional education, by the end of
2017 Gomel Region had 57
centres/palaces for children and
youth, which included 3938 groups
organized by interests.

Sustainable Development Goals
According to the 2017 data, 100%
of births in Gomel Region were
attended by skilled health workers
(target 3.1.2). Mortality rate
under 5 years (3.2.1) was one of
the highest in the country: 4.8
compared to 3.9 per 1000
livebirths one the average in the
country.
The number of births among
adolescent girls (3.7.2) in Gomel
Region was the highest in the
country, both among girls aged 1014 years, and among girls aged 1519 years, making 0.1 and 18.3 per
1,000 females in this age group,
respectively.
Violence against Children
In 2017, in general, more than half
of schoolchildren in Belarus faced
violence at school; this indicator
was slightly higher in Gomel
Region compared to the average
national rate: 52.0% and 50.8%,
respectively. On the other hand,
parents from Gomel Region resort
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to violence less frequently
compared to the national indicator
(36% parents in Gomel Region
compared to 50% on the average
in the country) and use physical
punishment less frequently (26%
compared to 28%). At the same
time, 81% of parents think that no
child should be punished, which
the highest rate in the country
(data of the study “Violence
against Children”, UNICEF, 2018).

Involvement of Youth
City Children's Parliament (Gomel,
27 children)
Youth Parliament (Mozyr, 15
children)
District Council of Senior
Schoolchildren (Svetlogorsk)
Youth Parliament of Educational
Institutions of the District (Dobrush,
17 children)

